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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 
On page 1 of the specification, please amend the text after the heading 
"Related Applications" as follows: 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/489,189. 
filed on Jan. 20. 2000, now U.S. Patent No. 6,599,273, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/150,580, filed Sep. 10, 1998, now abandoned, which is a continuation 
of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/476,127. filed Jun. 7. 1995, now abandoned, which is a 
continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/265,095. filed Jun. 24. 1994. 
now abandoned, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
08/096,659, filed July 23, 1993, which is a continuation-in-part application of PCT Application 
Serial No. PCT/US92/10367, filed December 1, 1992, which designates the United States and is 
a continuation-in-part in the United States of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 07/813,073, 
filed December 18, 1991, which is abandoned. The disclosures of these related applications are 
incorporated herein in their entirety by this reference thereto. 
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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 
Please cancel Claim 1 and add the following new Claims 2-17: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (New) A medical connector, comprising: 

a valve comprising proximal and distal ends, and a cavity therein; 
a rigid member located within the cavity; 

a flexible member substantially surrounding the rigid member, at least a portion of the 
flexible member being at or near the proximal end of the valve; 

a tubular main body attached to and in fluid communication with the distal end of the 
medical valve; and 

a tubular branch in fluid communication with the tubular main body. 

3. (New) The connector of Claim 2, wherein the rigid member and the tubular main 
body are unitary. 

4. (New) The connector of Claim 2, wherein the connector comprises a transparent 
material. 

5. (New) The connector of Claim 4, wherein the connector comprises a rigid plastic. 

6. (New) A medical connector for controlling the flow of fluid from a plurality of fluid 
sources, the connector comprising: 

a valve comprising an opening adapted to receive a first fluid source and a wall structure 
defining an internal cavity, the cavity comprising a neck portion in fluid communication with the 
opening and a main portion with a larger internal diameter than the neck portion; and 

a flexible element positioned in the cavity movable between an uncompressed position in 
which a portion of the flexible element bears against the wall structure near the opening and 
obstructs fluid flow through the valve and a compressed position in which fluid flow is permitted 
through the valve, the flexible element comprising a flexible wall with an inner surface and an 
outer surface, the flexible element in the uncompressed position comprising a first external 
diameter near the opening, a second external diameter in the neck portion and a third external 
diameter in the main portion, the second diameter being smaller than the first diameter and the 
third diameter; 

a tubular main body in fluid communication with the valve; and 
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a tubular branch adapted to receive a second fluid source and adapted to direct fluid from 
the second fluid source into the tubular main body. 

7. (New) The connector of 6, further comprising a rigid member located within the 
flexible element. 

8. (New) The connector of 7, wherein the rigid member comprises a spike. 

9. (New) The connector of 7, wherein the rigid member and the second tubular body are 
integrally formed. 

10. (New) The connector of Claim 6, wherein the connector comprises a transparent 
material. 

11. (New) The connector of Claim 10, wherein the connector comprises a rigid plastic. 

12. (New) The connector of Claim 11, wherein an end of the flexible element near the 
opening of the body in its uncompressed position is substantially flat. 

13. (New) The connector of Claim 12, wherein the flexible element in the uncompressed 
position has an end substantially flush with the opening of the cavity of the valve. 

14. (New) The valve of Claim 13, wherein the medical valve fUrther comprises a support 
member enabling the valve to be removably attached to the first fluid source. 

15. (New) The valve of Claim 7 wherein the rigid member is positioned within the 
flexible element to assist in supporting the flexible element and to assist in maintaining the 
flexible element along an axial centerline of the cavity when the flexible element moves between 
the uncompressed position and the compressed position. 

16. (New) The valve of Claim 13, wherein the flexible element substantially completely 
fills the opening in its uncompressed position. 

17. (New) A medical connector for controlling the flow of fluid from a plurality of 
fluid sources, the medical connector comprising: 

a valve, comprising: 

a housing with proximal and distal ends, and an opening at the proximal end 
adapted to receive a fluid source, and a wall structure defining an internal cavity, the 
cavity comprising a neck portion in fluid communication with the opening and a main 
portion with a larger internal diameter than the neck portion; and 

a flexible element positioned in the cavity movable between an uncompressed 
position in which a portion of the flexible element bears against the wall structure 
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near the opening and obstructs fluid flow through the valve and a compressed position 
in which fluid flow is permitted through the valve, the flexible element comprising a 
flexible wall with an inner surface and an outer surface, the flexible element in the 
uncompressed position comprising a first external diameter near the opening, a 
second external diameter in the neck portion and a third external diameter in the main 
portion, the second diameter being smaller than the first diameter and the third 
diameter, and at least a portion of the outer surface of the wall of the flexible element 
between the second diameter and the third diameter being tapered; 
a tubular body attached to the distal end of the valve, the tubular body having a 
longitudinal axis; 

a tubular branch having a longitudinal axis, the tubular branch being adapted to receive a 
first fluid source and the tubular branch being in fluid communication with the tubular body; 

wherein the longitudinal axes of the tubular body and tubular branch form an acute angle. 
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REMARKS 



The foregoing claims are believed to be in condition for allowance. The Applicant 
respectfully requests that this application proceed to issuance. If any issues remain outstanding, 
the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned by telephone to expedite the prosecution 
of this application. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. 



Respectfully submitted, 



KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 
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